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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1. Claims 7-14, 16, 20-21, 23, 25, 27-29, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Barzeber et al. (US Publication 2002/0044199). 

Regarding Claims 7, 20, Barzeber teaches a remote control 200/article for an electronic 
device comprising: 

a first device 131 including a processor 402/406 arranged to control a radio 
frequency transceiver 422 and an infrared transceiver 414 (see figure 8, 0054, 0055); 
and 

a remote control 200 unit including a device to remotely control an electronic 
device 360 and a telephone unit 502 adopted to enable remote communication with a 
telephone network, the telephone unit 200 including a transceiver 514/522 to remotely 
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communicate with the telephone network (0026), the remote control unit 200 
communicating with the first device 131 (see figures 5, 9, 0055, 0059); and 

the telephone unit 200 including a device 502 that detect the carrier frequency of 
another wireless telephone and automatically tunes to the carrier frequency of another 
wireless telephone (0048, 0049, 0051 , 0055, 0058, 0059). 

Regarding Claim 8, Barzeber teaches a remote control system wherein the telephone 
unit includes a radio frequency transceiver adapted to remotely communicate with the 
telephone network (0044, 0045). 

Regarding Claim 9, Barzeber teaches a remote control unit wherein the transceiver is 
tunable to the carrier frequency used by another wireless telephone (0059). 

Regarding Claim 1 1 , Barzeber teaches a remote control which forward a wireless 
transmission received from the telephone to the electronic unit 131 (See figure 1). 
Barzeber does not specifically mention repeater forwarding "the wireless transmission. 
However it is well known in the art to use repeater for signal transmission. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to repeater for forwarding the wireless transmission, for the purpose of stronger signal. 
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Regarding Claim 12, Barzeber teaches a remote control system wherein the first device 
131 and the remote control unit 200 are adapted to communicate both by radio 
frequency and infrared signals (see figures 5, 9, 0048, 0049, 0050, 0051 , 0057, 0059). 

Regarding Claim 13, Barzeber teaches a remote control wherein the first device 131 
and the remote control unit 200 communicate via bidirectional infrared signals and the 
remote control unit 200 communicates with the electronic device 360 using 
unidirectional infrared signals (see figure 5, 0042, 0043) 

Regarding Claim 14, Barzeber teaches a remote control system 200 wherein the control 
unit 502 is adapted to act as radio frequency transceiver 514/522 for telephone 
communications with the first device 131 (see figures 5, 9, 0043, 0059). 

Regarding Claim 16, Barzeber teaches a method of completing a telephone call 
comprising: 

receiving a signal from a proximate wireless telephone (0032, 0055); 

determining the carrier frequency of the proximate wireless telephone (0048, 
0050, 0051, 0058, 0059); and 

tuning the remote control unit to carrier frequency so that the user can receive a 
telephone call through the remote control unit (0048, 0050, 0051, 0058, 0059). 
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Regarding Claim 21, Barzeber teaches a remote control unit 200 including instructions 
that cause a processor based system to prompt for a wireless telephone carrier 
frequency (0043, 0044, 0058, 0059). 

Regarding Claim 23, Barzeber teaches a remote control unit 200 including instructions 
that cause a processor based system to use for a wireless telephone carrier frequency 
(001 4, 0043, 0044, 0058, 0059). 

Regarding Claim 25, Barzeber teaches an article including instruction that cause a 
processor based system to receive infrared command signals in one format and to 
transmit infrared command signals in a second format (014, 0043, 0044) 

Regarding Claim 27, Barzeber teaches an article/method further storing instructions that 
enables the processor based system to prompt the user to issue a page from the user's 
wireless telephone (0050, 0055). 

Regarding Claim 28, Barzeber teaches method further including prompting the user to 
issue a page from the user's wireless telephone (0032). 
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Regarding Claim 29, Barzeber teaches a system further including a storage storing 
instructions that enable the processor to prompt the user to issue a page on the user's 
wireless telephone (0032). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 15, is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Barzeber et al. (US Publication 2002/0044199 A1 ) in view of Gouessant (US Patent 
Number 5,920,806). 

Regarding Claim 15, Barzeber fails teaches a control system wherein the first device 
131 is a set-top computer system. However Gouessant teaches a control system 
wherein the device is a set-top computer (See figure 1 , Abstract, Column 3 lines 5-25). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide above teaching of Gouessant to Barzeber, in order to 
use a device which can be adapted to computer and TV. 
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3. Claims 17-18, 24, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Barzeber et al. (US Publication 2002/0044199 A1 ) in view of Buckingham et al. 
(US Patent Number 6,763,017 B1). 

Regarding Claim 17, Barzeber fails to teach a method that detects an incoming call and 
produces an offhook signal when an incoming call is detected. However, Buckingham 
teaches a method that detects an incoming call and produces an offhook signal when 
an incoming call is detected (col 31 lines 55-67). Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the above 
teaching of Bukingham with Barzeber, in order to provide auto-answering feature for the 
telephone system when the user is not present. 

Regarding Claim 18, Barzeber teaches a method including converting signals from a 
telephone network into radio frequency signals and transmitting the signals to the 
remote control unit (0014, 0043, 0058, 0059). 

Regarding Claim 24, Barzeber fails to teach an article that detects an incoming call and 
produces an offhook signal when an incoming call is detected. However, Buckingham 
teaches a method that detects an incoming call and produces an offhook signal when 
an incoming call is detected (col 31 lines 55-67). Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the above 
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teaching of Bukingham with Barzeber, in order to provide auto-answering feature for the 
telephone system when the user is not present. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 7/2/07 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The references made herein are done so for the convenience of the 
applicant. They are in no way meant to limit the reference. The 
reference MUST be considered in its entirety. 

In response to the applicant's argument that "Bazebar does not teach a tunable 

system ". 

The Examiner asserts that Bazebar does teach a remote control handset for 
cordless communication with a video controller enables enhanced video control and 
telephonic communication through the handset in an integrated communication 
network. A handset controller is adapted to selectively activate, deactivate or adjust 
the energy applied to the handset speaker and to operate a handset transmitter to 
send control and/or voice signals to the video controller such that a caller's audio signal 
may be overlayed on the video signal provided to an audio appliance and broadcast on 
the audio appliance speaker, one aspect provides a handset integrating the 
functionality of a remote control for a set-top device and the functionality of a wireless 
telephone. The handset is provided with a loudspeaker for generating an audible 
signal corresponding to a caller's voice and an infrared (IR) or radio frequency (RF) 
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transmitter for transmitting a signal corresponding to the caller's voice to the set-top 
device where it may be overlayed with the video program signal and output through the 
television speaker. The handset may be configured such that the handset speaker is 
turned off and the caller's voice is mixed at user-selectable levels with the audio 
portion of the video program and output through the television speaker. 
Bypassing of the handset speaker in this manner results in significant energy 
savings. The handset has a user interface on the front face of its case comprising user- 
engageable controls for activating circuitry within the case to send infrared commands 
to the video controller. A radio frequency antenna is carried by the case for voice 
communication with the video controller. A microphone is located on the front face 
near the bottom end, and a loudspeaker is located on the front face near the top end. 
A top-mounted infrared emitting diode emits the infrared commands which are received 
by the video controller when the top end of the handset is aimed substantially at the 
video controller. At least one side-mounted infrared emitting diode also emits the 
infrared commands, which are received by the video controller when the handset is 
used for telephonic communication with the loudspeaker held adjacent the user's ear 
and the user substantially faces the video receiver. Side-mounted volume controls 
also may be provided so that the user easily can separately adjust video and telephone 
volume with the handset held to his ear. 
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Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

6. Any responses to this action should be mailed to: 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Naghmeh Mehrpour whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7913. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00- 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha Banks-Harold be reached (571) 272-7905. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 




